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The results of Statistics Canada's tri-annual supply and disposition exercise indicate that stocks of wheat, oats, dry
peas and lentils were all up as of July 31 compared with the same date a year earlier, while canola and barley
stocks were down, largely due to higher exports as global demand for Canadian grain remained high.

Despite restrictions imposed as a result of wildfire-related concerns in Western Canada earlier this summer, grain
movements by rail in the region rose 5.2% to a record 61.6 million tonnes from the same period a year earlier.

Wheat stocks higher despite increased exports

Total stocks of wheat increased 3.7% year over year to 5.7 million tonnes as of July 31, largely on higher opening
supplies (+4.6% to 40.8 million tonnes). The increase was led by higher commercial stocks (+7.1% to 3.5 million
tonnes), which more than offset lower on-farm stocks (-1.3% to 2.2 million tonnes). The increase in total wheat
stocks was driven by wheat excluding durum (+4.0% to 5.0 million tonnes), while durum wheat stocks rose 2.0%
to 751 500 tonnes.

Deliveries of wheat rose 5.8% year over year to a record high 31.7 million tonnes as of July 31, contributing to the
decrease in on-farm stocks. Exports increased 10.1% to 26.4 million tonnes on strong global demand, particularly
from China.

Canola stocks lower as crushing hits record high

Total stocks of canola decreased 48.6% to 1.8 million tonnes, their lowest level since July 2017. The decrease was
a result of lower on-farm stocks, which fell 50.3% to 1.1 million tonnes. Moreover, commercial stocks fell 45.6%
to 704 000 tonnes.

Lower supply of canola for the 2020/2021 crop year (-6.0% to 23.0 million tonnes), coupled with high demand,
drove stocks lower. Deliveries of canola fell 2.3% to 20.2 million tonnes, but remained above the average of the last
five years. Canola crushing increased 2.8% to a record 10.4 million tonnes as world demand for vegetable oils
remained high.

Exports of canola rose 4.9% to 10.5 million tonnes, as a result of strong global demand. This increase was largely
due to higher exports to China, which rose by approximately one-third year over year.

Dry pea and lentil stocks rise as exports decrease

Total stocks of dry peas more than doubled (+105.6%) year over year to 478 500 tonnes as of July 31. Both on-farm
(+120.8% to 212 000 tonnes) and commercial (+94.9% to 266 500 tonnes) stocks were up. Higher year-over-year
opening supplies contributed to the increase in total ending stocks, offsetting a 23.6% increase in domestic use
to 851 600 tonnes. Exports fell 3.5% to 3.6 million tonnes, due largely to lower shipments to major trading partners
such as Bangladesh and India. This drop offset the increased demand from China.

Stocks of lentils totalled 405 600 tonnes as of July 31, up 94.3% from the same date one year earlier as both
on-farm (+98.0% to 299 000 tonnes) and commercial (+84.5% to 106 600 tonnes) stocks rose. A decline in exports
(-15.0% to 2.3 million tonnes) contributed to higher total stocks and was largely the result of lower exports to most
of Canada's major lentil importers, including India, Bangladesh and Turkey.

Barley stocks reach record low while exports climb

Barley stocks were at their lowest level on record as of July 31, down 25.7% from the previous crop year
to 711 100 tonnes. The decrease was attributable to both lower on-farm (-19.9% to 551 300 tonnes) and
commercial (-40.5% to 159 800 tonnes) stocks.
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Deliveries of barley off-farm increased 17.4% to 5.1 million tonnes, contributing to the decrease in on-farm stocks.
Barley exports were up 54.8% year over year to 4.6 million tonnes, with more than 90% destined for China. Barley
used for feed fell 10.6% year over year to 6.1 million tonnes as of July 31.

Oat stocks up as domestic use falls

Total stocks of oats were up 54.7% year over year to 658 500 tonnes as of July 31, driven by higher commercial
(+41.3% to 307 900 tonnes) and on-farm (+68.8% to 350 600 tonnes) stocks.

Lower domestic use coupled with higher opening supplies resulted in an increase in total oat stocks compared with
the same date a year earlier. Oat exports rose 12.2% to 2.9 million tonnes, surpassing 2008 as the highest year on
record.

Note to readers

The data on stocks of principal field crops held on farms in 2021 came from the June Field Crop Survey of
approximately 25,000 Canadian farmers conducted from May 14 to June 11. Final estimates of on-farm stocks are produced as part of a
supply and disposition exercise, which includes data related to commercial stocks as of July 31. The June 2021 Field Crop Survey also
asked two questions about permanent on-farm grain storage capacity and the quantity of grain stored on farms using temporary storage
methods. These data are available upon request.

Data on commercial stocks of western major crops are from the Canadian Grain Commission. Data on commercial stocks of special
crops are from a survey of handlers and agents of special crops.

National supply-disposition tables for the major grains and special crops are published jointly with the current release on stock levels and
are available online in the data tables 32-10-0013-01 and 32-10-0015-01.

Stock data are subject to revision during the two years following their initial publication.

Readers are invited to visit the Agriculture and Food Statistics Portal for more data on agriculture and food published by Statistics
Canada.

Table 1
Total stocks of principal field crops at July 31
  July 2019 July 2020 July 2021 July 2019 to July

2020
July 2020 to July

2021

    thousands of tonnes   % change

Total wheat 6,041 5,499 5,705 -9.0 3.7
Durum wheat 1,832 737 752 -59.8 2.0
Wheat excluding durum 4,209 4,763 4,954 13.2 4.0

Barley 863 957 711 10.9 -25.7
Canola  4,435 3,435 1,767 -22.5 -48.6
Dry field peas 312 233 479 -25.3 105.6
Flaxseed 60 64 57 6.7 -10.9
Lentils 856 209 406 -75.6 94.3
Oats 397 426 659 7.3 54.7
Rye 49 40 72 -18.4 80.0

Note(s):
The estimates in this table have been rounded to the nearest thousand.
Wheat types may not add up to total wheat as a result of rounding.

Source(s): Table 32-10-0007-01.

https://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/subjects-start/agriculture_and_food
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210000701
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Available tables: 32-10-0007-01, 32-10-0013-01, 32-10-0015-01 and 32-10-0359-01.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey numbers 3401, 3403, 3404, 3443, 3464, 3476, 5046,
5153 and 5223.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210035901
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210001501
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210001301
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3210000701
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5046
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3476
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3404
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3464
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3403
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3443
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3401
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5223
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=5153
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
mailto:STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca

